CHRISTMAS EVE

Candlelight Service

Christ Has Come

“This 1s what 1s meant by “Thy King cometh.” You do not
seek him, but he seeks you. You do not find him, he finds
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you.
— Martin Luther
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PRELUDE
“Magnificat”

CALL TO WORSHIP & LIGHTING OF THE
CHRIST CANDLE
A Liturgy of the Already & Not Yet

Pastor: Let us praise our Lord Jesus Christ.
Congregation: Alleluia! Jesus Has Come!
Pastor: At Christmas Jesus came as a baby.
Congregation: Alleluia! Jesus Has Come!
Pastor: He came to be like us because he loves us.
Congregation: Alleluia! Jesus Has Come!
Pastor: He came to save us from our sin.
Congregation: Alleluia! Jesus Has Come!

Pastor: He died, rose from the dead, lives in heaven,
and he will come again

Congregation: Alleluia! Jesus will come
again!
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HYMNS OF PRAISE
“Joy to the World”

Joy to the world the Lord is come

Let earth receive her King

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room

And heav’n and nature sing

And heav’n and nature sing

And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing

Joy to the earth the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods

Rocks hills and plains

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat repeat the sounding joy

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found

Far as the curse is found

Far as far as the curse 1s found

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of His love

And wonders of His love

And wonders wonders of His love
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PRAYER OF ADORATION

OFFERTORY
Prayer cards are located in the pews. If you’d like our
prayer team to pray for you, please fill out a card and
drop 1t in the offering plate.
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HYMN OF ASSURANCE
“0 Holy Night”

O holy night the stars are brightly shining
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth
Long lay the world in sin and error pining
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn

Chorus One:

Fall on your knees

O hear the angel voices

O night divine

O night when Christ was born
O night O holy night

O night divine

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming
Here came the wise men from Orient land
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger
In all our trials born to be our Friend

Chorus Two:

He knows our need

To our weakness 1s no stranger
Behold your King

Before Him lowly bend
Behold your King

Before Him lowly bend
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Truly He taught us to love one another

His law 1s love and His gospel is peace

Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother
And in His name all oppression shall cease
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we
Let all within us praise His holy name

Chorus Three:

Christ is the Lord

O praise His name forever
His power and glory
Evermore proclaim

His power and glory
Evermore proclaim

Chorus One
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SERMON TEXT

Luke 2:1-7

1 In those days a decree went out from

Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went
to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town
of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which i1s called Bethlehem, because he was of
the house and lineage of David, 5 to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. 6 And while they were there, the
time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, be
cause there was no place for them in the inn.

Leader: This 1s the Word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.
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SERMON: “The Unlikely Savior”
Luke 2:1-7
Rev. Dr. Alec Flynt
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THE LORD’S SUPPER
Non-alcoholic wine will be served during communion.
For those who need 1t, gluten free bread is available on
the small table as you come up. lake a piece and
continue through the line.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Heidelberg Catechism

Q1. What is your only comfort in life and
death?

A. That I am not my own,

but belong with body and soul,

both in life and in death,

to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ.

He has fully paid for all my sins

with his precious blood,

and has set me free

from all the power of the devil.

He also preserves me in such a way

that without the will of my heavenly Father
not a hair can fall from my head;

indeed, all things must work together
for my salvation.

Therefore, by his Holy Spirit

he also assures me

of eternal life

and makes me heartily willing and ready
from now on to live for him.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS
OF INSTITUTION

Prayer of Belief

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more
sinful than I ever before believed, but through
you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever
dared to hope. I thank you for paying my debt,
bearing my punishment on the cross and
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that
you have been raised from the dead, I turn from
my sins and receive you as my savior. Amen.

Prayer of Humble Access

I do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in my own goodness,
but only in your righteousness credited to me.
I am not worthy so much as to gather up the
crumbs under your table. But you are the same
Lord whose manner is always to show mercy.
Grant me, therefore, O Lord, the grace to
commune now with Christ by faith, that I may
evermore live with him and he in me. Amen.
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COMMUNION MUSIC
“Our King 1s Come™

The wait is over the day has arrived

We walked in darkness but have seen a great light
Our bones so weary our souls in need

Of this promised Savior who will set us free

Born to us 1s Christ the Lord
Praise His name forever more
Emmanuel the Holy One
Light of all the world

Our King is come

He comes with power to heal and save
The hope of heaven in a manger laid

Born to us 1s Christ the Lord
Praise His name forever more
Emmanuel the Holy One
Light of all the world

Our King is come

Holy, Worthy

Glory to His name
Holy

(We sing holy)

Worthy

(You are worthy)

Give him all the praise
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Born to us 1s Christ the Lord
Praise His name forever more

Born to us 1s Christ the Lord
Praise His name forever more
Emmanuel the Holy One
Light of all the world

Light of all the world
Our King is come
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HYMN OF RESPONSE
“Holy Forever”

Held within a manger

The Son of God arrived

The One who would be called Emmanuel
The promise was delivered

Unto a virgin bride

The One who would be called Emmanuel

Chorus:

Your name is the highest

Your name is the greatest

Your name stands above them all
All thrones and dominions

All powers and positions

Your name stands above them all

And the angels cry, “Holy”
All creation cries, “Holy”

You are lifted high, holy
Holy forever

In the humble town of David

A Savior born today

The One who would be called Emmanuel
Behold the host of Heaven

With holy roar, proclaim

The One who would be called Emmanuel
The Messiah, our God, is with us now
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And the angels cry, “Holy”
All creation cries, “Holy”

You are lifted high, holy
Holy forever

Hear Your people sing, “Holy”
To the King of Kings, “Holy”
You will always be holy

Holy forever

Chorus

Jesus, Your name is the highest
Your name is the greatest

Your name stands above them all
All thrones and dominions

All powers and positions

Your name stands above them all

And the angels cry, “Holy”
All creation cries, “Holy”

You are lifted high, holy
Holy forever

Hear Your people sing, “Holy”
To the King of Kings, “Holy”
You will always be holy

Holy forever

You will always be holy

Holy forever
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CLOSING HYMN & CANDLELIGHTING

“Stlent Night”

Silent night, holy night

All 18 calm, all 1s bright

Round yon virgin mother and Child
Holy Infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace

Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night
Shepherds quake at the sight
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heav’nly hosts sing alleluia
Christ the Savior is born

Christ the Savior is born

Silent night, holy night

Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus Lord at Thy birth

Jesus Lord at Thy birth

Silent night, holy night
Wondrous star, lend thy light
With the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King

Christ the Savior is born
Christ the Savior is born
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BENEDICTION
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STAFF

Rev. Dr. Alec Flynt, Senior Pastor
alec@covenantpresmobile.org

Rev. Lanier Wood, Executive Pastor
lanier@covenantpresmobile.org

Rev. Sonny Walker, Associate Pastor of Youth & Famaly
sonny(@covenantpresmobile.org

Whitney Barnett, Director of Children’s Muinistry
whitneybarnett@covenantpresmobile.org

Whitney Rajkovic, Director of Music
whitney(@covenantpresmobile.org

Kitty York, Director of Women’s Minastry
kitty(@covenantpresmobile.org

Sarah Walley, Nursery Coordinator
sarah@covenantpresmobile.org

Lexi Myers, Youth Intern
lexi@covenantpresmobile.org

Bobby Crow, Accountant/Business Admanistrator
bobby@covenantpresmobile.org

Arden Flynt, Durector of Communications
arden@covenantpresmobile.org

Homer Allgood, Facilities Manager
homer@covenantpresmobile.org

Jena Dickerson, Administrative Assistant
jena@covenantpresmobile.org

Connor Allred, Operations & Ministry Assistant

connor@covenantpresmobile.org
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ELDERS

2025 Bubba O’Gwynn, Chris Estis, & Wes Pipes
2026 Bobby Crow, & David Wilhelm
2027 Forrest Crabtree, Mark Spivey, & Brad Hoffman

DEACONS

Don Breter, Kelley Lamberth, Victor Streed,

Kenneth Taylor, & Linda Turnipseed, Foster Veazey,
Kim Padgett, Chad Cross, Dana Renta, Brenda Gross,
Sue Buftkin, & Mack Outlaw.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us for ONE service Sunday morning,
December 28th at 10:00.

J-Term Classes — Join us for our J-term classes
Sunday nights January 4, 11, 18, & 25 from 5:15-7:00
p-m. The program will include dinner for families
followed by teaching from 6:00-7:00. Nursery and
CovKids program will be available. More information
to come!

High School Glamping Trip — High schoolers, save
the date February 27-March 1! We will be glamping
in Orange Beach at Gulf State Park. Registration and
cost are available on our website. Email sonny@cove-
nantpresmobile.org with any questions.

Time to Register for RYM — All middle and high
schoolers, add RYM dates to your summer calendar.
RYM Florida Middle School is June 22-26, and RYM
Florida High School 1s July 7 - 12. Registration is
open!

“Undecorate” the Church — Please join us after
worship on Sunday, December 28th as we take down
the Christmas decorations. We will do this
immediately after worship.



