
Preparing Your Heart for Worship
October 17, 2021

“He who does not have the church as his mother does 
not have God as his Father.”

– St. Augustine of  Hippo
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 From Psalm 47

 Pastor: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God 
 with loud songs of  joy!

 Congregation: For the LORD, the Most High, 
 is to be feared, the great king over all the 
 earth. 

 Pastor: God has gone up with a shout, the LORD 
 with the sound of  a trumpet.

 Congregation: Sing praises to our God, sing 
 praises! Sing praises to our King, sing 
 praises!
 
 Together: For God is the King of  all the 
 earth; sing praises with a psalm! God reigns 
 over all the nations, God sits on his holy 
 throne! For he alone is highly exalted!

Please stand if  able
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HYMNS OF PRAISE
 “Be Thou My Vision”
 Trinity Hymnal #642

 Be thou my vision, O Lord of  my heart;
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art.
 Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
 I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord.
 Thou my great Father, I thy true son;
 thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

	 Be	thou	my	battle	shield,	my	sword	for	my	fight.
 Be thou my dignity, thou my delight,
 thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tow’r.
 Raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of  my pow’r.

 Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise;
 thou mine inheritance, now and always.
	 Thou	and	thou	only,	first	in	my	heart,
 High King of  heaven, my treasure thou art.

 High King of  heaven, my victory won
 may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun!
 Heart of  my heart, whatever befall,
 still be my vision, O Ruler of  all.
 Heart of  my own heart, whatever befall,
 still be my vision, O Ruler of  all.
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 “For the Beauty of  the Earth”

 For the beauty of  the earth 
 For the glory of  the skies, 
 For the love which from our birth 
 Over and around us lies. 

 Refrain:
 Lord of  all, to Thee we raise, 
 This our hymn of  grateful praise. 

 For the beauty of  each hour, 
 Of  the day and of  the night, 
	 Hill	and	vale,	and	tree	and	flower,	
 Sun and moon, and stars of  light. 
 (Refrain)

 For the joy of  ear and eye, 
 For the heart and mind’s delight, 
 For the mystic harmony 
 Linking sense to sound and sight. 
 (Refrain)

 For the joy of  human love, 
 Brother, sister, parent, child, 
 Friends on earth and friends above, 
 For all gentle thoughts and mild. 
 (Refrain)
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 For each perfect gift of  Thine, 
 To our race so freely given, 
 Graces human and divine, 
 Flowers of  earth and buds of  Heaven. 
 (Refrain) 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
 
 Leader: Because Christ Jesus died in your place,
 for your sins, you are forgiven.

 People: Hallelujah! Praise God!

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
 Children ages 3 through 4th grade dismiss with their 
 teachers for Sunday school. They will return at the end 
 of  the service. 

OFFERTORY 
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HYMN OF ASSURANCE
 “Come Ye Souls By Sin Afflicted”

	 Come	ye	souls	by	sin	afflicted,
 Bowed with fruitless sorrow down;
 By the broken law convicted,
 Through the cross behold the crown;
 Look to Jesus; Look to Jesus; Look to Jesus;
	 Mercy	flows	through	Him	alone.

 Take His easy yoke and wear it;
 Love will make your obedience sweet;
 Christ will give you strength to bear it,
 While His grace shall guide your feet
 Safe to glory, Safe to glory, Safe to glory,
 Where His ransomed captives meet.

 Blessed are the eyes that see Him,
 Bless the ears that hear His voice;
 Blessed are the souls that trust Him,
 And in Him alone rejoice;
 His commandments, His commandments, 
 His commandments
 Then become their happy choice.

 Sweet as home to pilgrims weary,
 Light to newly opened eyes,
 Like full springs in deserts dreary,
 Is the rest the cross supplies;
 All who taste it, All who taste it, All who taste it
 Shall to rest immortal rise.
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SERMON TEXT

 Romans 9:30-10:4

 30 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did 
 not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a 
 righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who 
 pursued a law that would lead to righteousness 
 did not succeed in reaching that law. 32 Why? 
 Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if  it 
 were based on works. They have stumbled over the 
 stumbling stone, 33 as it is written,

 “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of  stumbling, 
	 and	a	rock	of 	offense;
     and whoever believes in him will not be put to 
 shame.”

 1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
 them is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them 
 witness that they have a zeal for God, but not 
 according to knowledge. 3 For, being ignorant of  
 the righteousness of  God, and seeking to establish 
 their own, they did not submit to God’s 
 righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of  the law for 
 righteousness to everyone who believes. 

 

 continued on the next page 
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 Hebrews 12:1-2
   
 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great 
 a cloud of  witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
 weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let 
 us run with endurance the race that is set before 
 us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 
 of  our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
 him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
 is seated at the right hand of  the throne of  
 God. 

 Leader: This is the word of  the LORD.

 People: Thanks be to God. 
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SERMON: “Don’t Expect to Stumble Into 
This”
 Rev. Lanier Wood 
 Romans 9:30-10:4 & Hebrews 12:1-2
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THE LORD’S SUPPER

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
 Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father, Almighty; 
 maker of  heaven and earth;
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary,
	 suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,
	 was	crucified,	dead,	and	buried;
 He descended into hell;
 the third day he rose again from the dead;
 He ascended into heaven and sitteth
 at the right hand of  God the Father Almighty; 
 from thence he shall come to judge
 the quick and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
 the holy catholic church; 
 the communion of  saints; 
 the forgiveness of  sins;
 the resurrection of  the body; 
 and the life everlasting.
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 Prayer of  Humble Access
 I do not presume to come to this your table, O
 merciful Lord, trusting in my own goodness, but 
 only in your righteousness credited to me. I am not 
 worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 
 your table. But you are the same Lord whose 
 manner is always to show mercy. Grant me, 
 therefore, O Lord, the grace to commune now with 
 Christ by faith, that I may evermore live with him 
 and he in me. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

 Prayer of  Belief
 Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more 
 sinful than I ever before believed, but through you, 
 I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to  
 hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my 
	 punishment	on	the	cross	and	offering	forgiveness	and	
 new life. Knowing that you have been raised from 
 the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my 
 savior. Amen.
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COMMUNION MUSIC
 “Death Was Arrested” 

 Alone in my sorrow and dead in my sin
 Lost without hope with no place to begin
 Your love Made a way to let mercy come in
 When death was arrested and my life began

 Ash was redeemed only beauty remains
 My orphan heart was given a name
 My mourning grew quiet my feet rose to dance
 When death was arrested and my life began

 Chorus:
 Oh, Your grace so free
 Washes over me
 You have made me new
 Now life begins with You
 It’s your endless love
 Pouring down on us
 You have made us new
 Now life begins with You

 Released from my chains I’m a prisoner no more
 My shame was a ransom He faithfully bore
 He cancelled my debt and He called me His friend
 When death was arrested and my life began
 (Chorus)
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 Our savior displayed on a criminal’s cross
 Darkness rejoiced as though heaven had lost
 But then Jesus arose with our freedom in hand
 That’s when death was arrested and my life 
 began
 (Chorus)

 Bridge 2x:
 Oh, we’re free, free
 Forever we’re free
 Come join the song
 Of  all the redeemed
 Yes, we’re free free
 Forever amen
 When death was arrested and my life began

 When death was arrested and my life began
 When death was arrested and my life began
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
 The Lord’s Prayer

 Our Father who art in heaven,
 Hallowed be Thy name.
 Thy kingdom come,
 Thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our debts,
 as we forgive our debtors.
 And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil:
 For thine is the Kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever.
 Amen.
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DOXOLOGY

	 Praise	God	from	whom	all	blessings	flow;	
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 Amen. Amen. Amen. 

BENEDICTION
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THIS WEEK AT COVENANT    

Sunday, October 17 –

Ladies Fellowship, 6-8:00 p.m.
Middle & High School Boys Cookout, 6-8:00 p.m.

Tuesday, October 19 – 

Crichton Table, 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday, October 20 –

Community Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Thursday, October 21 –

Men’s Bible Study, 6:30 a.m.
Ladies’ Bible Study 9:15 a.m. & 6:35 p.m.
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STAFF

Rev. Dr. Alec Flynt, Senior Pastor
 alec@covenantpresmobile.org

Rev. Lanier Wood, Executive Pastor 
 lanier@covenantpresmobile.org

Marty O’Gwynn, Director of  Children’s Ministry/ Pastoral Assistant
 marty@covenantpresmobile.org

Whitney Myers, Director of  Music
 whitney@covenantpresmobile.org

Kitty York, Director of  Women’s Ministry 
 kitty@covenantpresmobile.org

Rob Still, Director of  Youth Ministry  
 rob@covenantpresmobile.org 

Brynn Outlaw, Assistant Director of  Youth Ministry  
 bbenak0001@gmail.com 

Cameron McFatter, Director of  Community Ministries/ 
Facilities Manager
 cameron@covenantpresmobile.org

Bobby Crow, Controller/Business Administrator
 bobby@covenantpresmobile.org

Karen Curry, Receptionist
 karen@covenantpresmobile.org
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THE SESSION

2021: John Bell, Bobby Crow, Robbie Turnipseed

2022:	Bubba	O’Gwynn,	Brad	Hoffman,	Stephen	Fitts,	
Jimmy Dawood

2023: Lance Covan
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Friendship Pads – Friendship pads are at the end of  
each aisle. Please sign and pass. 

Congregation Meeting – The Elders have called a 
Congregational meeting for the purpose of  electing 
elders,	and	for	the	first	time,	deacons!		The	meeting	will	
take place on Sunday October 24th at 10:30 a.m.

Outdoor Worship and Lunch October 31st – Join us 
for one worship service, outside, at 10 a.m. on 
October 31st, with lunch together afterwards.  More 
details to come! 

Ushers/Greeters – Interested in serving the church by 
ushering or greeting? Email karen@covenantpresmobile.
org

Covenant Ladies – You are invited to a ladies 
fellowship night tonight from 6 to 8 p.m. at Greta 
Massing’s home (50 Turnin Lane). All middle and high 
school girls are invited to join us too!

Boys Youth Cookout – Chris Estis will host the boys 
tonight for food and fellowship from 6:00-8:00 p.m. (158 
Fenwick Rd).  

New CPC Youth T-Shirts! Shirts are $20. Email Rob 
at rob@covenantpresmobile.org to order. Shirts will arrive 
the end of  October. 


