
Preparing Your Heart for Worship
January 24, 2021

“And great mystery: to redeem our brokenness and 
lovelessness the God who suffers with us did not strike 
some mighty blow of  power but sent his beloved son to 
suffer like us, through his suffering to redeem us from 
suffering and evil. Instead of  explaining our suffering 

God shares it.”

– Nicholas Wolterstorff
“Lament for a Son”
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CALL TO WORSHIP
 Psalm 8

 Pastor: O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is 
 your name in all the earth!
 Congregation: You have set your glory 
 above the heavens.
 Pastor: Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,
 Congregation: You have established 
 strength because of  your foes,
 Pastor: To still the enemy and the avenger.
 Congregation: When we look at your 
	 heavens,	the	work	of 	your	fingers,
 Pastor: The moon and the stars, which you have set 
 in place,
 Congregation: What is man that you are 
 mindful of  him,
 Pastor: And the son of  man that you care for him?
 Congregation: Yet you have made him a 
 little lower than the heavenly beings
 Pastor: And crowned him with glory and honor.
 Congregation: You have given him 
 dominion over the works of  your hands;
 Pastor: You have put all things under his feet,
 Congregation: All sheep and oxen, and 
	 also	beasts	of 	the	field,
 Pastor: The birds of  the heavens, and the fish of  
 the sea,
 Congregation: Whatever passes along the 
 paths of  the seas
 Together: O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is 
 your name in all the earth!
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HYMNS OF PRAISE
 “Be Thou My Vision” 

 Be Thou my vision, O Lord of  my heart;
 Naught be all else to me, save that thou art-
 Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
 Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
 Thou my great Father, I thy true son;
 Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

 Be thou my battle shield, sword for my fight; 
 Be thou my dignity, thou my delight,
 Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tow’r;
 Raise thou me heav’n-ward
 O Pow’r of  my pow’r.

 Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
 Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
 Thou and thou only, first in my heart,
 High King of  Heaven, my treasure thou art.

 High King of  Heaven, my victory won,
 May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun!
 Heart of  my own heart, whatever befall,
 Still be my vision, O Ruler of  all. 

Please stand if  able
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 “Jesus, I Come”

 Out of  my bondage, sorrow and night, 
 Jesus, I come; Jesus I come.
 Into Thy freedom, gladness and light, 
 Jesus, I come to Thee.
 Out of  my sickness into Thy health,
 Out of  my wanting and into Thy wealth, 
 Out of  my sin and into Thyself,
 Jesus, I come to Thee.

 Out of  my shameful failure and loss, 
 Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
 Into the glorious gain of  Thy cross, 
 Jesus, I come to Thee.
 Out of  earth’s sorrows into Thy balm, 
 Out of  life’s storms and into Thy calm, 
 Out of  distress into jubilant psalm, 
 Jesus, I come to Thee.

 Out of  unrest and arrogant pride, 
 Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
 Into Thy blessed will to abide, 
 Jesus, I come to Thee.
 Out of  myself  to dwell in Thy love, 
 Out of  despair into raptures above, 
 Upward forever on wings like a dove, 
 Jesus, I come to Thee.
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 Out of  the fear and dread of  the tomb, 
 Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
 Into the joy and light of  Thy home, 
 Jesus, I come to Thee.
 Out of  the depths of  ruin untold, 
 Into the peace of  Thy sheltering fold, 
 Ever Thy glorious face to behold, 
 Jesus, I come to Thee.

INSTALLATION OF RULING ELDER (9:00 service)
 Lance Covan 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (11:00 service) 
 John Lawson Carroll, Son of  Chase & Kaylee Carroll

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
 Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father, Almighty; 
 maker of  heaven and earth;
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, dead, and buried;
 He descended into hell;
 the third day he rose again from the dead;
 He ascended into heaven and sitteth
 at the right hand of  God the Father Almighty; 
 from thence he shall come to judge
 the quick and the dead.
continued on the next page
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 I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
 the holy catholic church; 
 the communion of  saints; 
 the forgiveness of  sins;
 the resurrection of  the body; 
 and the life everlasting.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
 Children ages 3 through 4th grade dismiss with their 
 teachers for Sunday school. They will return at the end 
 of  the service.

HYMN OF ASSURANCE
 “Living Hope” 
 
 How great the chasm that lay between us
 How high the mountain I could not climb
 In desperation, I turned to heaven
 And spoke your name into the night
 Then through the darkness
 Your loving kindness
 Tore through the shadows of  my soul
 The work is finished, the end is written
 Jesus Christ, my living hope
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 Who could imagine so great a mercy?
 What heart could fathom such boundless grace?
 The God of  ages stepped down from glory
 To wear my sin and bear my shame
 The cross has spoken, I am forgiven
 The king of  kings calls me His own
 Beautiful savior, I’m yours forever
 Jesus Christ, my living hope 

 Chorus: 
 Hallelujah, praise the one who set me free
 Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me
 You have broken every chain
 There’s salvation in your name
 Jesus Christ, my living hope (Repeat)

 Then came the morning that sealed the promise
 Your buried body began to breathe
 Out of  the silence, the roaring lion
 Declared the grave has no claim on me

 Then came the morning that sealed the promise
 Your buried body began to breathe
 Out of  the silence, the roaring lion
 Declared the grave has no claim on me
 Jesus, yours is the victory

 Chorus 2x

 Jesus Christ, my living hope
 Oh God, you are my living hope
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SERMON TEXT

 Romans 8:18-25

 18 For I consider that the sufferings of  this 
 present time are not worth comparing with the 
 glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the 
 creation waits with eager longing for the 
 revealing of  the sons of  God. 20 For the 
 creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, 
 but because of  him who subjected it, in hope 21 
 that the creation itself  will be set free from its 
 bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom 
 of  the glory of  the children of  God. 22 For we 
 know that the whole creation has been groaning 
 together in the pains of  childbirth until now. 
 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
 who have the firstfruits of  the Spirit, groan 
 inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as 
 sons, the redemption of  our bodies. 24 For in 
 this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen 
 is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 
 But if  we hope for what we do not see, we wait 
 for it with patience.

 Leader: This is the word of  the LORD.

 People: Thanks be to God.
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SERMON: “Groaning and Longing” 
 Rev. Dr. Alec Flynt 
 Romans 8:18-25 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
 The Lord’s Prayer

 Our Father who art in heaven,
 Hallowed be Thy name.
 Thy kingdom come,
 Thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our debts,
 as we forgive our debtors.
 And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil:
 For thine is the Kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever.
 Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

 Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
 Pilgrim through this barren land. 
 I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
 Hold me with Thy powerful hand. 
 Bread of  heaven, 
 Feed me now and evermore; 
 Bread of  heaven, 
 Feed me now and evermore.
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 Open now the crystal fountain, 
 Whence the healing waters flow; 
 Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
 Lead me all my journey through. 
 Strong Deliverer, 
 Be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 
 Strong Deliverer, 
 Be Thou still my Strength and Shield.

 When I tread the verge of  Jordan, 
 Bid my anxious fears subside; 
 Death of  death, and hell’s destruction, 
 Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
 Songs of  praises, I will ever give to Thee; 
 Songs of  praises, I will ever give to Thee.
 
 
 BENEDICTION
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THIS WEEK AT COVENANT   

Tuesday, January 26th – 

Crichton Table, box lunches handed out at 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, January 27th – 

Community Bible Study (virtual)  
 
Thursday, January 28th – 

Men’s Bible Study, 6:30 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study, 9:15 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS

Day One – John 1

Day Two – John 2 

Day Three – John 3

Day Four – Psalm 143

Day Five – John 4
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STAFF

Rev. Dr. Alec Flynt
 Senior Pastor
 alec@covenantpresmobile.org

Rev. Lanier Wood 
 Associate Pastor / Youth Pastor
 lanier@covenantpresmobile.org

Marty O’Gwynn 
 Children’s Director / Pastoral Assistant
 marty@covenantpresmobile.org

Whitney Myers 
 Musical Director
 whitney@covenantpresmobile.org

Bradee Scarborough  
 Operations Coordinator 
 bradee@covenantpresmobile.org

Kitty York
 Director of  Women’s Ministry 
 kitty@covenantpresmobile.org

Rob Still
 Youth Director 
 rob@covenantpresmobile.org 

Brynn Outlaw
 Girls Youth Leader 
 bbenak0001@gmail.com
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THE SESSION

2021: John Bell, Bobby Crow, Robbie Turnipseed

2022: Bubba O’Gwynn, Brad Hoffman, Stephen Fitts, 
Jimmy Dawood

2023: Lance Covan
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Offering	– Please mail your check to 2651 Springhill Ave. 
Mobile, Alabama 36607 or visit 
www.covenantpresmobile.org to give your offering. 

Youth Group – Youth Group is tonight! 
MS Girls - McKean’s house from 5:00-6:30
HS Girls - Text Hannah or Katie Gray for plans
MS Boys - Covan’s House from 5:00-6:30
HS Boys - Bell’s house at 7:00

Adult Small Group – Please reach out to Lanier Wood 
(lanier@covenantpresmobile.org) if  you are 
interested in learning more about Adult Small Groups.

Registration is now open for RYM – If  you’re a high 
schooler or middle schooler and interested in 
going to Reformed Youth Ministry camp this summer, 
please contact Rob at rob@covenantpresmobile.org. 
Registration will close February 1st. 

Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study meets every 
Thursday morning at 6:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall. 
Come on!

Weekly Emails – If  you would like more 
information on the latest news and events here at 
Covenant, please email bradee@covenantpresmobile.org 
or call the church office at 251-307-5475 to be added to 
our weekly email distribution list.


